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· How am I going to get the data?

· Visit http://www.mnplan.state.mn.us/datanetweb/ or http://factfinder.census.gov
· Select any database you want.

· Select a characteristic that you find interesting.

· Select an area that you want to get information.

· Print that information.

· How am I going to produce the statistical graphs?

· You need to use Excel to produce the statistical graphs.

Click on any one of the graphs below to see how the data entered to Excel. Label and put a title on the graph

· How am I going to prepare my report?

· Prepare your report by using the Statistics Civic Engagement MS Word template

· Create a “catchy” headline

· Provide a complete reference to the data



e.g. Data source: Organization, Title of Report, year

· Write an easy to understand 3-5 sentence  interpretation.

· How am I going to submit my work?

· E-mail your report as an attachment to benw@mrs.umn.edu. 

EXAMPLE 1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 11, 2003

Volunteerism in Renville County Exceeds State Average
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Data source: Minnesota Department of Children, Families & Learning

Nearly half of 12th grade students attending schools in Renville County report that they complete one or more hours of volunteer work or community service in a typical week during the school year.  This number has risen steadily and in 2001 was over 33% higher than the state of Minnesota as a whole.

This information was created by  yourname of yourtown, a student at the University of Minnesota, Morris engaged through a Civic Engagement in Statistics project sponsored by the Center for Small Towns and the Statistics discipline. For more information contact the Center for Small Towns at (320) 589-6451 or visit our website at www.centerforsmalltowns.org.

EXAMPLE 2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 11, 2003


Travel Times to Work in Stevens County
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Data Source:  2000 U.S. Census

The average travel time to work for all cities in Stevens County was lower than the state average of 22 minutes.  The highest time in the county is in Alberta, with a 16 minute commute, Donnelly and Hancock at 15 minutes, Chokio at 12 minutes, and Morris at 11 minutes.

This information was created by  yourname of yourtown, a student at the University of Minnesota, Morris engaged through a Civic Engagement in Statistics project sponsored by the Center for Small Towns and the Statistics discipline. For more information contact the Center for Small Towns at (320) 589-6451 or visit our website at www.centerforsmalltowns.org.

Pointers for Media Press Releases

The bar colors should be a solid color that will show up well when it is printed in black and white.  There should not be a background color behind the bars.  In Excel, double-click the background and in the box that appears, under AREA, select the white color.


[image: image3.wmf]
In this example, a line graph was used to compare the county with the state.  Using separate colors can be helpful but there are issues when they are printed in black and white newspapers.  Use dashes or dots to differentiate the different lines.  In Excel, double click each of the lines to change their characteristics.  Also, remove the gray background as in the example above.


[image: image4.wmf]
Now you can copy and paste each of the graphs into the Word Processing Template.

Statistics Civic Engagement/Service Learning Project Report Template

	Name:

	Student ID #:

	Course:
	Section:

	Date:


	Headline:

	Graph:



	Data Source:

	Interpretation:




Caption:

This information was created by yourname of yourtown, a student at the University of Minnesota, Morris engaged through a Civic Engagement in Statistics project sponsored by the Center for Small Towns and the Statistics discipline. For more information contact the Center for Small Towns at (320) 589-6451 or visit our website at www.centerforsmalltowns.org.
	I give a permission to my instructor to publish this report.

Name:                                                                                                  Date:  
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